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. In 1975, the Center for the ^Study of CqnmnnitY 
Colleges conducted anational survey of hunanities- faculty in- 
two-year collies. This pa'per sunmarizes the characteristics of 210 
foreign langtfage instntifctors ^included an the total sangie of . .T^493 
full- and -part-tine faculty. Findings of the survey in^ude:*'(1) ' ' 
fenales outnu.mbered nale^^by 5455 to 46? respectivelV/J^^ (2) * 79?i 
reported that they were,>hite/Caucasian;. '(3) almosV Vno-thirds had 
functio^iQd as instruators or administrators vt. se^dondafy schools; (4) 
^P?. had f^ijictioned as- instructors br administrators ,in eithit a 
four-yeaj* college' or- universit^r;- (5^ 605S-¥ere.)?^nsid6red to Be ' ^ 
full-tine iBstruotoc^rM'6) 3^75f;.were • employted/n jjs^s in. addition to 
their teaching. po^i<ip.n at tli'e surveyed institiM^ion j (7) 68% - — 
responded that -fhey read no. professional j^r^'ls; (8) '15%' indicated 
that they* werd. working toward a master's ^^^ee and' 21%~towapd the 
doctorate; {9)^. fqpe±.gii- language dnstructj^^ rate'd what -tjiey are • 
presently do^ng Very attractive and second only to a faculty pos|.ti6n 
at a fpur-yeaf -college- br -university; (10.) foreign langqa-ge ~ — - 
instructors, ranked self-knowledge and jjersonal identity as the, most 
-^important gua:lities studegjis should gain from a two.-year college 
edo-catipn; and (.t1) 94?6"reported they had never presented a" pape?:. 
Fof the f ull, snrvey report, see- ED, '121 358. (JDS) ' " 
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' / A nationwide survey of 1493 people teaching the' humani'ties: in ^ 
'156 two-y&^r calleges--carefully selected in terms of locale, con- 
''trol , empnasis, size and age— was conducted in spring, 4^975 by the 
I Center fdr 'the Study of. Community Colleges. The faculty sample was ,/ 
V drawn to include proportionate numbers. of bothtfull-time and part- 
time 'instrtictoc^s. Sponsored by thfe National Endowment for the / 
Humani ties',Hhe project revealed demographic data as we.ll as atti- 
tudes toward students and tlie humanities, reference, group' identifi- 
catioh,^ satftefaction, and preference for further- preparation. In/-, 
this paper tne foreign language in^structors in the sample' are coiji- 
paretl with the total group of faculty ir\art, anthropology, foreign,, ^ * 
language, history, liberal* arts/drama^ literature, musix, philosophy^ 
political science, reVigious sjtudjes, and social science. 

/The 210 foreign language instructors 4ji the, sample of 1493 con- 
stitL^ted 14%* of the total population* teaching humanities. E^ccept for-' 
literature (27%) and history (16%) , the foreign /laaguage instrucjtors'' 
were the largest disciplinary sub-group. These instructqrs;:^»afia., foreign 
language rn our definition includes people teac^fng En^^^sli as a Second 
Language--ciccasiorially also teach history, 1 i tefra^tu^^^^ or 
social science, but the overlap is limited. WWIe 76% held their highest 
degree , in foreign language, 12% indicatejU+tteratuce, lOj^ -education, 6% 
linguistics, and 5% history--a few, obyilpusly' holding a dual' major. 




Of these 210 people, 2.7Vfiad themselves' been- s^tijderffs *f n two-year 
colleges, closevto Z5% pf-^^he totaV group. \]n\^kGr^e total group, as 
well as all other disci;>Tines, hpwever,.mgpe'^reign language instruc/-- 
tors are females thajrmles. . Male's cdfTSatute'46% of this group and. 
females represents^, wbil^ the total .is-33% and other disciplines vapy 
from 44% female^^Hterature) t^o-12% (law/gpvernlnent) . As far-as age ' ' 
goes-, the laro^t cluster''(12%X.fal Is into the. 31-35 year f?inge, folloy/ed 
by 15% who ^ 46-5p,>l 4%^"^^, and 12% 51-55. , f } 

One^ wouTd'expedt that people in' foreign ^ajigu^ges .would. represfent 
a 'bfoa^iBr- ethnic 'base .than other disciplines, an^'this expectation is 
fulfyile'd by all djsciplin^^s except the^social science.^ Whereas the 
totaf^l popiilatioh is- 91% Caucasian, -74% of th'e*social scientists are in 
tjhns^q^^ and 79% 'bf the. fofeign^*anguage.pebple,. Mexican/American/ 
Chijc^mos bctckgVourids are designated by 8% of" the' pbpulation' and "other". 
eTs siel§cted by 8%, the .largest -single discipline so indicating, 

*^An figures afe roundejd.. ^ 



Fareign language instructors -and anthropoTQgists indicated th? • " 
greatest '.percent wh6 claim over. 200 books in the.Jiome >'{n which thev / 
were raised, 43% as contrasted with -38% total. -Tj/enty-six to- JOoJooks 
is designated by 24% forei>^n language people (2^/ total) and 103^200 by 
16% (20% tatal)'. . ' . • ■ / • ; •• ' 

^ Experience - ^ 

Almost two-thirds Otf th^ foreign language people hSd functioned; 
ds,in-struct(irs or administratoVs -in s^con<fary schools. Of these^, 22%' 
hpd spent 5-10 years at; this level; 12%, .1-2 'years; and,.8%, 3-4 years. 

And almost twQ-thjfd claimed no^ tjme in a four-yeaj college or 
university as instractors or administrators/ beyond the level of 
teactiifig or research, as^istantg. One to twb years and 5 to 10 years in 
.this capacity were designated by 10%^ each. Within^'omy two-year college, 
31% indicated 5-lO^years; JS^'l^Z ye^r^\ and .T5% 3-4 years and 11-20 
years*. Whereas ^^%ot-tf\e fdf'eign language .people' (10% total) had- worked 
ife* their currenMtisti tution les> tha>i one jrear, 34% (42% total) ind4- * 
c^ted 5-10 ^e^rs,.3 9% 1-2 year^ (14% total), 14% 3-4 years (17% total); 
and-14% 11-20 "years. .Sevepty-one percent af^the foreign language in- 
structors had hop acted* as depiirtment or <livision chairpersons, 81% had 
not been directaf of special programs^ (suoh as Ethnic Studies), arjd 84% 
had not ^he Id /positions as administrators. 

.Chairpersons ^ ' ^ . '^^ 

Be^^se oP'-ipec^a^ concern with the' status of doctorate hplders^ 
certajr>'.iii/estnons w#re asked of the 13% fore'ign language in- -'^ • 
'structors who were currently acting a^'^ch/i^rpersons in*^ their depart- 
ments'o'r divisipps. Jhirty-seven> percent responded that they had 
previoDsly employed" people with c;^octorates (48% total ),*85% indicated 
no pressure either Wciy to do so (57% total), and 56% said they planrfied 
to so +iire to^tal). When a'sked wKy tKey planned to hi^e or not 
hire Deop>e withf this advanced degree, 19% of the forefgn language 
peopl/e (30% total) ^ndicii ted; they would "Hire the best person regard- 
less* of degree," the third lowest group so noting. "They are more 
capable/knowledgejfible" was mentioned by 11% of the foreign language 
•respondents-and 15% of the total sample. Interestingly,* though, 
foreign language people constituted by far the largest group of re- 
sljOndent6'-(30%) (111 total) who either responded with a "Don't know" 
on failed to. respond to this^item. . ^ ^ ^ 

/ ' ^ . ; , ' ■ . ' 

/ When, asked about their experience with doctorate holders, foreign 
language people were agaici/high in the "Don't know/no answer" category 
^26%, 20% total) but they' reversed the pattern when it came to the re- 
sponse "THey are fine/excel lent/good teachers" (30% foreign language. 




total). . ' • ' ^ ' 

Hours Teaching/Fui I'-Time/Pctrt-Time 



Whereas more "fore'ign language InstructQrs tend to spend -^.tir 
less hours in classroofh.instruction each week, fewerjire so involved 
from 10-15 hours. The dip reverts itself atJ[6j>l^oyrs and over -38 
hours when more foreign 'language peoEle^ar^r^ngag^d in the c^assrqom 



srQom . 
th 



Eleven percent of the foreign ^-arrguage instructors, as compared. wi 
8% total, 'des-ignafe more than 18 hours."- - - ^ ' / 

is. interesting to note that fewer foreign >anguage instructors 
(6q|<^% total)'are considered , to be 'full-time instr^uctors than any 

er of our disciplinary groups. Whether this reflects the lowered* " 
incidence pf^foreigr] language in two-year colleges/or some other con- 
ditTon is open to spseulBtion. It would be interesting, of course, ' 
to compare these figUr:es v/ith other data compiled on a na.tional basis,' 
but na such'infdrmafidiT .IS availably. ^ ' ; 

*j 

We do kaw tow, however, that more foreign slanguage people (-37?^) 
than the total sample (26%) are employed in jobs-;in addition to .their 
teaching positions at tiie institution under surveillance*. Of these, . 
31% (.36% total) ane^so involved for I-IO hours, 30% (24% total) for 
^31-40 hours, and 1^4% each for 11-20 hours. (17% total) and 21-30 hours 
•(T0% total ).^ - . " ^ • ' 




Reference fo:oups 



. , \'0f all eight possible choices, most of the eleven -disciplinary 
jgwupsVank their^ colleagues first as the most useful and students 
*s^cond.^s "qi^tjte useful" sources, oP advic^e on teaching. Foreign 
'languarge instructors dp differ from the total group in te.rms of the 
laneas ranked third and down, to eighth. In^ cjescendirtg order> they 
^select as "quite useful" professional journals, department chair- 
persons,'^ pfograms^f professional organizatiens, university profe>-^ 
sors, higfi school t^ij^iiers and fi-nally administration (the last |wo 
reference groups are ratfed by all instructors, co^nsistently with.^h^ 
total ' gro^up). ' ' * • ' ' \ 

. ' i 

, Foreign" language instructors ar6 much-the same as the 
group when it comes to the nurrfber of scholarly journals j^g^^l^ their 
disciplines. Slightly mor6 instructors in this fieldxwf) than. the 
total group (6.4%) say tHey read no professional educa;feron jouAials/-^* 
and these Iffendencies to^fewer pertain when one, two/'and 'three journals 
'^are indicatedt^ When i't" comes to journal s-or magaz;-rfes of ge.neraV 

, int-erest, even mor'e foreign language (87%): than<<tt)tal (^8% V fepondents 
respond with pi ^'none,'" and fewer jEaretgrf language people indicate one 

^ and two such^media. » • * . " 
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Faculty Development 



Almost twtce as many foreign language people (15%^""as. the^ total 
sample (7%) indicate that they are now\Working on a ma^e1<s degree^ 
Slightly fewer (21% foreign language, 24%_tgta^^ 
at^. And again only slightlyjejife-f^^ when asked whether 

they would like to tafce^iepS'^wa^^ frr tTfe^ 

next five years (84^.-ft5fei9n -"^^ these,^ 36%^ of 

the foreign lanjgtijfge people^s^ they would like to enroll .in courses ' 
in a univer>rEy; 34% desimi ^to obtain the Ph.D. or Ed.D.;J%, the 
Doctor of^rts; 15%, gatf^a, mastef^degree; and 12%, -enroll in in- 
servij^ courses at their colleges. \ 

When these 'same people were asked what they would do if they had 
a free summer, more foreign language instructors than ^instructors in 
j^ny other of the eleven selected disciplines wrote "travel." Here 70% 
of the* foreign language and 53% of the total group so respc^nded. InL - 
descending order were the following other designated choices: Meet 
classes/do workshops, take classes/study/read, recreation/rest, write 
for publication and work on advanced degrees. The percent of -people so 
designating these responses is fairly close to the total group but in 
terms of another choice, "db research," foreign language instructors 
(5%) representei!(^ about half the total group (9%). 



I 



< Asked what type of training they would seek were they to begin 
all over again, foreign language respondents are less likely than 
other disciplines ^to say do same/change nothing (25% foreign language,) 
33% total). Oti the other hand, more foreign language teachers (12%) : 
than the total (9%) would choose to do more student* teaching and take 
more teaching methods courses (13% foreign language, 9% total). Inci- 
dentally, the 'foreign language people* represent the discipline most 
likely to choose the^Tatter. . , - ^, > 



The Future 



An item in the faculty survey regarding plans is both an indi- ' 
cator of satisfaction and a key to the future. Likre^the total group, 
foreign language people rank as very attractive a faculty position at 
a four-year_£oH;ege_or university; second, doing what^'tfjey are presently 
doing^ 'tfirrd, a^etmL^tside the United *Statesv-few^t-h-, -a faculty • 
posi ti5ir~rt^^0Lther conin&rK4;y ^ junior college; fifth, an administrative 
position in a conBiLrTHty or jurTim^oriege; eighth, having no idea; and 
nirr<h(last) , any^position but thetroljege in which they are now working. 
They^Tffer from, the total group only ift^^^rms of tneir sixth choice 
fseventh for the total), a position in a 
• — ihe-riseyenth (sixth far the total), a'Ti*^ teaching, non-academic position. 



Affiliation \^ , . , , 

Foreign language people appear to be much like their counter- 
parts compri5ing the total group when it comes to affiliation with 
professional organizations. A few less. (22%) indicated they are not 
members of a professional organization;'and that they had not 
attended a regionalMational meeting in the past three years {5\U. *' 
.A few more (94%) report they had not presented a paper. - Yet, mmie 
foreign language iJeojile (18%) "than the total group (16%)' said they 
were members of three professional organizations, and had attended y 
^one or two regiqnal or national^ meetings. ^~Qne^T>afler was presented 
by ai)out half as many foreign language people as the^^mbined popu.- 
lation. ' ,^ ^ ^ . , ' 

w • 

The way repsondents see themselves in'^erms of various reference 
groups vis another indicator of affiliation or, as we call the item 
'delineating relationship, group cohes^'on. Hey^e'there are no surprises; 
both the group of foreign -language instructors and the total group of 
humanities respondents rank their^relationship to significant others" ia 
theiV 1 i^^s in exactly the same orders They first select friends and 
ae"n, in'order'WTmp^^^ other instructors in their field, 

~ St instructors at th^r/^craoi , students, teacher orga^ii^ations and 



m 

last, college admin istratGfr^. 



Students 

Foreign language, instructors are again quite consistent V/i th the 
total group regarding qualities students should gain from a two-year 
college educatiorf. They rank first, self-knowledge ami a personal 
identity, then tied for second, knowledge of and interest in commqnity 
and world problems (secand for^total) and preparation for further, formal 
* education (third for the total .population). -Next is knowledge and skills 
directly applicable to student Icareers, aesthetic awareness, and finally, 
an understanding and mastery of some academic discipl ine— this l^st 
option again consistent with the total seppl.e. ' ' , , • 

% y ' ^ 

When it comes to the number .of courses forevgn language instructors 
think students in two-year occupational, programs should be required to 
take, six or more is 'the number jmost often indicated. Then, in. descend- 
in^ order,' follow four, five, three, two, none* and one. 




Foreign language instructors^ do differ considerably from the total' 
group of humanities people, however, in terms of non-course related 
activities. When asked whether five separate activities offered to stu- 
dents were too few, sufficient, or too many, foreign language people 
fell below the- total in terms of "too fey*''7?ri\all five activities. 
Accordingly, they fell above the total group in^terms of the^adequacy 
of these activities. Like the totarpopulation, Viowever, more foreign 
language people ranked colloquiums and seminars qighest in being too 
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few,, followed in order by ^Concerts and recitals, ^xhi5its, films, and 
lectures. . ^ ' . 

Expertense^nd Curriculum • " ^^.---rr: ' 

Like all^^u>NJ4scipl ines, foreign language instructors experience;, 
the humanities^ othSrtrh^ through their teaching ch4Bfly by attending 
arl museums,<exhjbfts> corrects, theatr^ and fijms ^(52% for^eign 
l^guage, 59% total Fewer^ndicate reading (47% foreign language, 
50^ totffl), listening to records^ ^and-f^at ^ ui wdt ching TV -(4J^o reign 
tanguage, 21% t'gtal), participating in theatre groups, fine arts or 
opera ^t"7X- foreign language, 16% total) or engaging in comnunity service 
and church. wofl^' (9% foreign language, 10% total). More foreign language 
instructors, however, cite attendance at classes,^ lectures , or seminars . 
(22^ foreign language, 19% total ),. everyday experiences (17% foreign 
language, 16% total), talking with peerS and associates (.19% foreign 
'language, 15^ total) and traveling (19% foreign language, ^4% total). 

Understanding faculty includes also an awareness of the viork situ- 
ation in v/hich these subjects find themselves. -Therefore, a critical 
item asked* each respondent about the change in human ities'^instrucl:1on 
that had occurred at their colleges in the 'past seven. years. Like al] 
other groups, foreign language people responded that humanities courses 
hachbeen added or improved (21% foreign language, 29% total). ^ 

When it-comes to the changes they woiild Vike to see affected, 
foreign ISnguage people again are in accord with the total group of re- 
spondents. They ran| first the addiction and/or improvement of human i- , 
ties courses and next the^ integration of- humanities into interdisciplinary 
courses. Somewhat more foreign* language instructors also' point to more 
student interest in courses,, more involvement in classes,, and the re-* 
emphasis 'of ba^ic* skills. \ - . , . 

SChpol S ' r ' * . r ' f 

With the exception of religious studies peopte,- more. foreign* - 
lan'guage* instructors than members of any other discipl ijiany gxmp in- 
cluded in^ this survey are in private schools. This only represent?^ ' - . ' 
V6% of the foreign Oanguage'people, however, who by far ay^e working in'/ 
public colleges (84% foreign language, 89^ total). For 92%*(90% total > 
the emphasis is comprehensive rather than vocational /tedinical ,(2%) or / 
liberal arts (5%). For thjts- field, most of these schools (49%) ^ere 
founded from 1960-1969. Nearly as many foreign language instruGtor's 
(42%), however, work- in schools built in 1959 or earlier. The .greatest;, 
cluster (22%) of foreign language teachers ^ts found in school with . 
5000-7499 students, while 'only slightly less (18%) are iji schools ofi . 
2500-4999 students, aod 15% are in institutions of 15,000 and larger. 




Host are single campus cblTfeges (70% of the foreign lanqyage,in-' ^ ^ ' 
structors. * » , \ - . 7' 

• . • ' . ' " 

In Sum ^ ' ^ * I 1';' ^' ' ' *^ 

And sp,-Qur. profile of peopJe' teaching foreign language^ in 
.... year col leges^throughouf the cbimtry. What ttf^ data do not* 
^indicate here are the types of Jan^u^es taught- The rnost popuVar , 
IS Sp^aish with Freach falling 'second. "The classics are hcir^dly * 
'ever taught in two-year ^colleges. And many people,, especially *in 
^e s/nalfer co>leges, teach, foreign language .in addition to another"' 
spfecialty/ ' ' r ' ' ' 

Wba+'Ts -especially interesting is that foreisn TaA^uage pedple;,^-' 
who com?rise ;the thlH highest disciplinary, group in our^-sample- of ' ^ 
1493 humanities' people, and-vrho represent. a broader, ^tfinic and cultural . 
background than niqst other groups', efre'not very d'iiYe'rent from the., total 
sample-. . ' \ 
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